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BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE:

TEACHER RESOURCE PACK: Please copy or email and
distribute this pack to all relevant teachers PRIOR to
the performance.

FEATURED BOOKS: We recommend students are
familiar with the NZ books featured in this production.
There are different books featured across the Junior,
Senior and General (mixed age group) versions of the
show, and each version uses a different combination
of texts. Titles and story summaries are included in this
pack.

STUDENT NUMBERS: Please prepare IN ADVANCE the
number of students attending so you can inform our
Team Leader at the conclusion of the performance.

ON THE DAY OF THE PERFORMANCE:

SAFETY: Please ensure the space is clean and clear for
the safety and wellbeing of both your students and the
performers.

TABLE REQUEST: The performance will require one
table of medium size. Please pre-set a table in the
performance space at least 40 minutes before the
scheduled performance start time.

PERFORMER ARRIVAL TIME: Performers will arrive
approximately 30 minutes before the scheduled
performance start time. Please make sure the space is
clear and ready to ensure we can setup and start on
time.

START TIME: Please ensure students are lined up
outside the performance space 5 minutes before the
commencement of the show to guarantee a prompt
start. We are not able to work within your school bell
times if the performance cannot start on time.

PERFORMANCE SPACE REQUIREMENTS: The
performers will arrange the audience into two long
groups facing each other with an aisle in between the
groups in which to perform. This aisle needs to be
approximately 3 metres wide by 6 metres long, with
power access nearby.
Please note: a small or medium sized room such as a
multipurpose room or small hall is more effective
acoustically and atmospherically than a large space
such as a gym. Please make the performance area
available at least 30 minutes prior to the
commencement of the show so that the performers
can prepare the space to start on time.

TEACHER PRESENCE: We request teacher presence
and support for the performers at all times during the
performance.

AFTER THE PERFORMANCE:

STUDENT NUMBERS: Please provide the total number
of students that have attended the performance to
our Team Leader before they depart your school.

EVALUATION: Go to performteachers.com and click
on the name of this program to evaluate and be in the
draw to WIN $200

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: Distribute the activities in this
pack and have your students complete. Share any of
the classroom activities and use in your follow up
lessons.

RESERVE A DATE FOR NEXT YEAR: Find details for next
year’s programs at the end of this pack and reserve a
date NOW to grab the early bird specials!

TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS
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MANY THANKS FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT!

PAYMENT: A tax invoice for the balance of payment will be forwarded to your school the day after the incursion, so please do not 
prepare a cheque on the day. We have instructed our performers not to handle any money or financial issues. These should all 
be directed to our office. Please refer to your Booking Confirmation for details on pricing terms and conditions. If you require 
another copy then call our office on 0800 775 770
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ABOUT THE COMPANY
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If you or any of your students would like to find out more details about 
our company please visit our website: www.performeducation.com

Perform! Education is a multi award-winning
educational production company and part of
the largest educational producers operating
across New Zealand, Australia, the USA and UK.

The company specialises in touring curriculum
aligned, educational musicals and sketch
comedies into schools and has been operating
in New Zealand for fourteen years. Every year
we tour to over 250,000 students and in all, the
company and its writers have toured our
specialty educational programs to over three
million students across the world.

In New Zealand, we tour an annual Book Week
educational program as well as Science & STEM
sketch based performances. The annual Book
Week program features a selection of the best
current New Zealand children’s books. The
program promotes literacy and reading by
inspiring students with the limitless fun and
possibilities offered by books. Each production
also deals with specific personal development
issues such as Self-Esteem, Bullying, Anger
Management and Co-operation.

The performances, which take place within
primary schools, are highly interactive and
feature action packed narratives, appealing,
identifiable characters, loads of comedy,
irresistible songs and high energy dancing that
captivate and engage all audiences from ages 5
to 12 years (as well as their teachers).

Question/Discussion time at the conclusion of
the performance reinforces the learning
outcomes, and this specially designed Teacher
Resource Pack sent prior to the performance
offers a comprehensive selection of classroom
exercises for both before and after the in-
school performance

To find out more about Perform! Education or
to contact the company, please log onto our
website at www.performeducation.com
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LEARNING AREAS: 
English, The Arts, Science, Social Sciences, Health and Physical Education

VALUES:
Excellence, Innovation, Inquiry and Curiosity, Diversity, Equity, Community and 
Participation, Ecological Sustainability, Integrity

KEY COMPETENCIES:
Thinking, Using Language, Symbols and Texts, Managing Self, Relating to Others, 
Participating and Contributing

THEMES:
Sustainability, Natural Environment, Inclusivity, Equality, Multicultural Understanding, 
Reading and Literacy, Imagination, Drama, Music, Dance

TREASURE HUNT - CURRICULUM CONTENT
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In the 1990s I was working a lot in Papua New 
Guinea and during that time I devised a 
workshop designed to alert participants to the 
importance of the environment. In this 
workshop the participants were to imagine 
they were all from a tribe living in the jungle 
who woke one day to discover the ‘song of the 
jungle’ had disappeared. They then went about 
trying to enact ways to coax it back. The 
participants went out into the grounds and 
gathered objects to make instruments and also 
to create chants of their own to create their 
own ‘Song of the Jungle’. They performed the 
song that they created as a group. This resulted 
in the Song of the Jungle coming back because 
it could see that the tribe understood how to 
interact with the jungle creatively and 
appreciate the importance of nature. In 
watching Treasure Hunt you will see how this 
workshop helped create the plot for the show. 
When I decided to explore an environmental 
theme it became apparent to me how 
intrinsically linked humanity is with the natural 

world. Ignoring or not being aware of this link 
enables people to abuse and exploit nature so 
reminding audiences of how important our 
appreciation of the natural world is formed the 
core of the story. The other thing that became 
apparent was how modern society is becoming 
more insular and tribal. We see strangers as a 
threat. We are constantly in conflict over 
borders and beliefs that are human constructs. 
These things seem to form a barrier between 
us and the natural world. Overcoming this 
barrier is a big step towards connecting with 
nature and starting to turn around the 
environmental problems which we are 
confronted with now. 
Treasure Hunt is a story for us all - a reminder 
to appreciate how important nature and the 
environment is and how the way to improve 
the world in which we live is to work towards it 
cooperatively.

TREASURE HUNT – NOTE FROM THE WRITER

- Craig Christie
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At the beginning of our show we meet two 
characters  - Jess and George - who introduce 
themselves and tell us about where they live.  
Jess lives in the town of Seaview by the ocean 
and George is from Treeland by the forest.  
They are friends but explain that it wasn’t 
always that way.  They take us back to a time 
when the two villages were very suspicious of 
each other and had no interaction.  During this 
time each village wakes up to an unusual and 
frightening phenomenon – silence.  Both the 
ocean and the forest, usually alive with sound 
and movement, has gone completely still.  It 
appears both the Song of the Sea and the Song 
of the Forest have disappeared and having no 
other explanation, each village blames the 
other for what has happened.  They march on 
each other and meet at the border between 
the two places where each accuses the other of 
stealing the Song.  In the commotion, a 
mysterious hessian sack is uncovered. Jess and 
George open it to find a map inside and, in the 
struggle to grab hold of the map, it is torn in 
two. Each retreats with one half of the map, 
hoping there is enough information on their 
half to lead them to the treasure.
Jess sets off to follow her half of the map and it 
leads her to a second sack which contains a 
book.  What she learns from the book equips 
her with insights that will later on help to solve 
the mystery .  At the same time, George follows 
his half of the map to another sack and a 
second book which also teaches him something 
that proves to be very important later on.  

Finally the two of them follow their half of the 
map right up to the place where they almost 
collide with each other.  After comparing 
experiences they look back to where they 
found the map and realise that there was a 
book inside the first hessian sack as well which 
provides them with further important insights.  
They decide that combining their efforts is 
more likely to result in finding the treasure. 
They set out together, each having learned 
more about the other.  The map appears to 
lead them to the unknown area outside of their 
experience – a place called Beyond.  They 
become separated and, whilst lost in Beyond, 
Jess has an encounter with the Song of the 
Forest and George has an encounter with the 
Song of the Sea, each of whom explain that 
they have left the villagers because they had 
been taken for granted and not cared for 
properly.  When Jess and George are reunited 
they share what they have learned. Upon re-
examining the map they find that what they 
thought was a line leading them into Beyond 
was in fact the tear on the map and that the 
map actually just spirals inwards, pointing to 
the fact that the treasure was to be found 
much closer to home and indeed had already 
been discovered in the books they had found.  
They determine to speak to their villages and 
inform them of what they had learned – how 
they must co-operate and take better care of 
their environment if the Songs were ever to 
return.  And in fact in the end that is exactly 
what comes to pass!

TREASURE HUNT - SYNOPSIS
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JUNIOR VERSION: 
Grades 0-3

AOTEAROA

THE STOLEN STARS OF 
MATARIKI 

THE BOMB

GENERAL VERSION:
Grades 0-8, OR mixed year 
levels

AOTEAROA

THE SHORT BUT BRILLIANT 
CAREER OF LUCAS WEED

THE BOMB

SENIOR VERSION: 
Grades 5 and above

AOTEAROA

THE SHORT BUT BRILLIANT 
CAREER OF LUCAS WEED

WHETU TOA

From Craig Christie; the writer of TREASURE HUNT:

Every year considerable time and thought is given to the selection of books we will integrate into the 
Book Week in Schools production. We consult with teachers, school curriculum experts and 
booksellers to select books from the list of the best new books by New Zealand writers from the past 
year. The criteria used is the educational relevance of the books, alignment with the show themes, 
how popular certain books are with teachers and students and also presenting books that are suitably 
engaging and challenging to audiences that range from grades 0/1 to 8.

Our innovation to provide schools with performances that target junior and/or senior primary 
audiences as well as a general performance combining elements to engage the entire primary school, 
has enabled us to introduce books that more specifically apply to each of the different age groups.

TREASURE HUNT – FEATURED BOOKS

Here is our selection for each of the 3 versions of TREASURE HUNT:
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A glorious sweeping evocation of the natural and cultural history of New 
Zealand.  Every page is packed with facts and observations and rewards 
the diligent reader with fascinating insights of the lands past, present and 
future.  A book that can be looked at again and again and each time afford 
new insights, brilliantly presented in a large format volume that earns its 
presence in any collection.

9

AOTEAROA
Written by Gavin Bishop

FEATURED BOOK DETAILS

A joyful and life affirming story about a boy who has to comes to terms 
with his fear of failure and rejection.  Although it is illustrated by the 
desire to make the biggest bomb in the pool, it hints at something 
deeper as the boy strives for acceptance.  He is lead to success by a very 
kind and wise grandmother who is herself quite an individual, not to 
mention an expert at making a splash.  She leads him to understand that 
seeking acceptance and listening to the thoughts of others are a 
hindrance rather than a help in his quest for success and happiness. He 
takes things quite literally when she tells him to ‘Listen to your heart, to 
your mind, to the pull that’s inside’ and ends up making the most 
spectacular splash that is celebrated by his entire community.

THE BOMB 
Written by Sacha Cotter. 
Illustrated by Josh Morgan.

An absolute delight of a book in which every child and I suspect people of any 
age can identify with the title character whose quest for popularity at school 
leads him into the most preposterous situations.  There is a clear moral sense 
throughout the book as it comments on how the desire to seek approval from 
the wrong people can have unhappy consequences. There is nevertheless a 
lightness of touch with the narrative and the character of Lucas Weed is 
thoroughly engaging. We find ourselves cheering for him even as he spirals 
out of control.   Also there is a surprise ending that is a real winner and a 
proper ‘happily ever after’ ending in which Lucas can go forward happier and 
wiser.

THE SHORT but BRILLIANT CAREER of LUCAS WEED 
Written by Chrissie Walker
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FEATURED BOOK DETAILS

THE STOLEN STARS OF MATARIKI 
Written by Miriama Kamo. 
Illustrated by Zak Waipara.

An entertaining and quirky tale of a young girl who goes with her 
mother to take a position caring for the home and livestock of a famous 
stage magician.  The household and animals naturally are far from 
everyday and Whetu has to negotiate the interference of a rascally 
rabbit named Errant whose position as Magician’s Assistant has lead to 
an overblown sense of importance.  As the story unfolds Whetu wins 
over the support of the farmyard animals as they come together to try 
and find a solution to a sticky financial situation.  Her adventures 
eventually lead Whetu to a most unexpected role as the Magician’s 
new assistant and a stellar performance for the King and Queen. Fun 
filled with just the right amount of jeopardy to keep the reader turning 
the pages through to a most satisfactory conclusion.

WHETU TOA and the MAGICIAN 
Written by Steph Matuku. 

Drawing on well known Maori legends this charming picture book 
engages the reader with the relationship between the children and 
their grandparents in a story that is both intergenerational and 
intercultural.  When two of the nine stars in the Matakari constellation 
disappear, Grandma rightly deduces it is the mischievous patupaiarehe 
that must be responsible.  It is up to the children and in particular the 
clever granddaughter Te Rerehua to come up with a plan to reclaim the 
stars and get them back in the sky where they belong
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The following is a list of questions and activities to use in the classroom after the performance. The
first list consists of questions and activities related to the theme of the show (thematic), the following
lists are related specifically to the books involved in the show. After these are some general activities
and activities relating specifically to music and movement.

QUESTIONS AND ACTIVITIES

THEMATIC

11

• Draw a map of the world described in Treasure Hunt

• Hide something in the school or at home then create your own treasure map that you give 
someone that will lead them to where your ‘treasure’ is hidden.

• Create a plan for taking care of your local environment whether it be your school, a local park or 
your own home

• Why do the people of Seaview and the people of Treeland initially stay separate from each other.  
What problems can develop if groups of people keep themselves separate and don’t 
communicate?

• Why did the Song of the Sea and the Song of the Forest leave the villages?  What needed to be 
done to bring them back?

• When George and Jess tell each other to try  walking ‘in my shoes’ what do you think they might 
really be asking the other to do?  What can you learn from ‘walking in someone else’s shoes’?

• At different points in the story Jess and George feel as if they are ‘a stranger in a strange land’. 
What does this mean?  Have you ever felt like this?

• Write a story in which you are a stranger in a strange land (the ‘strange land’ could be a new 
school, city or country)

• ‘Much more can be accomplished if people co-operate’  Describe how this statement relates to the 
story of Treasure Hunt

• Both the land and the ocean are environments that are suffering because they are not being 
protected properly.  Find out about some of the problems that are being faced in one area and 
then see what you can discover about what is being done to solve the problem.  

• Draw a picture of what you imagine Treeland or Seaview would look like.  Perhaps you could create 
a tourist brochure to encourage people to visit either Treeland or Seaview.

© Echelon Productions 2019
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WHETU TOA AND THE MAGICIAN

• This book is filled with lovely line drawn illustrations.  Create some other illustrations for the story

• What old style magician’s ‘tricks’ are given a humorous retelling in the story?

• What other funny situations may have occurred in the house that Whetu and her mother came to 
live in?  Write a story about a visit to the house from someone who doesn’t know about its ‘special’ 
characteristics

• Write a review as if you were in the audience of the Magician’s performance in front of the King 
and Queen

• Draw a map of the house and the places where the animals are housed

THE BOMB

• Create an instruction booklet on how to do the best bomb in the pool

• Looking at the illustrations inside the front cover of the book what can you discover about Nan and 
some of her adventures from before

• Looking at the illustrations inside the back cover of the book describe how the boy’s life changes 
after he makes his spectacular splash in the pool

• Describe the relationship between the boy and Nan.  How do you find out about their relationship 
beyond the words in the book?

• Taking into account the outfit that the boy creates for his spectacular bomb design some outfits 
you think he might wear after he had made his big splash.  How are they different to the way he 
dresses at the start of the story?

• Write a story entitled ‘The World Bomb Championships’  Who are the competitors and who is the 
winner?

© Echelon Productions 2019
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HOW TO BEE

AOTEAROA

• Each two page spread outlines a different part of New Zealand’s natural and cultural history. 
Choose one of these topics and write a story that is set in or informed by the heading e.g. A Land of 
Birds.  The First Pakeha. Clothes

• Research and do a report on one of the ‘People Who Became Well Known’.

• Find an example of the work done by ‘Some People Who Told Our Stories’ and present it to the 
class e.g. A song by one of the musicians. A painting by one of the artists.  A film starring one of the 
actors.

• How many of the birds can you identify in the illustration of ‘A Land of Birds’?

• Mark on a map all the places that you have been to in Aotearoa

• On a map of the world show where everyone in the class was born.  On another map show where 
everyone’s parents were born.  On a third one show where everyone’s grandparents were born

• Imagine you belonged to one of the families mentioned in the book emigrating to New Zealand.  
Write an account of what it was like.

• Interview a relative or someone you know who emigrated to New Zealand about their experience

• How do you make people from other countries feel welcome?  Write out a class plan to help 
someone arriving in New Zealand from another country

THE STOLEN STARS OF MATARIKI

• Check if you can see the Matariki constellation at night and identify all nine stars

• In the story Poua is going eeling.  Have you ever been eeling?  Find out how it’s done and maybe 
even find some recipes for the eels that are caught.

• Describe a location of a holiday you would like to go on

• Write a story in which you come up with a different way to trick the patupaiarehe

• Can you find other stories that mention the patupaiarehe?  Share them with the class

• Draw some designs for the traditional clothes that are mentioned in the story

• Can you locate on a map Te Mata Hapuku (Birdling’s Flat) where the story is set?

© Echelon Productions 2019
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GENERAL ACTIVITIES

• Although you have seen TREASURE HUNT as a play it might also make a good story book.  Divide 
the story up into parts and the class can put the story into their own words and illustrations.

• What are some other stories or movies that feature a hunt for a treasure

• Design a flag for Treeland and for Seaview

• With the border between them gone imagine Treeland and Seaview decide to become one 
country.  What might that country be named?

• Write down a menu for a restaurant from Seaview and one from Treeland.  What might their 
specialties be? 

• If they were to compete in something like the Olympics what sports might the people of Treeland 
be best at and what sports would he people from Seaview excel in?

• ‘In the show ‘Beyond’ is a strange and mysterious place in which it seems surprising things can 
happen.  Write another adventure for Jess and George that takes place in Beyond

• Imagine that TREASURE HUNT was already a book or a film.  Design a cover or poster and include a 
short summary on the back that might encourage someone who didn’t know the play to read the 
book or watch the film.

• In groups of three choose a favourite moment from the show and make a statue or ‘freeze frame’ 
of that moment – as if someone had taken a photograph or pushed the pause button on the TV.  
Show the rest of the class and see if they can recognise what part of the play you have shown.

• Write a review of TREASURE HUNT. If you would like to send your reviews into the office we can 
promise the class will get a response!

THE SHORT BUT BRILLIANT CAREER OF LUCAS WEED

• Share some funny and popular YouTube videos

• Write about another incident that Lucas may have been involved in before his spectacular last 
event with the Prime Minister that fits into him trying to gain popularity and notoriety

• Write a newspaper account of the school sports day as if you were a sports journalist reporting on 
a major sporting event

• Write a list of suggestions that Lucas might have received when he asks for ideas for the ‘next 
prank’

• Write an account of Lucas’ meeting with the Prime Minister as if you were a student at the school 
assembly
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MUSIC AND MOVEMENT ACTIVITIES

• Choose one of the songs from the show and create and present a series of frozen images that 
reflect what the song is about

• The music of Treeland has a different rhythm from the music of Seaview.  Find out what these 
rhythms are called. How does each rhythm suit the place it represents?

• When George and Jess find themselves away from their homes they sing in a rhythm that is not like 
either of the ones from their respective homes.  Can you figure out what the rhythm is that is used 
for much of he song ‘Stranger In A Strange Land’?

• Create your own Song of the Forest and Song of the Sea.  What instruments and sounds best suit 
each of these songs?

• Try creating a music video of any of the songs from the show.  Perhaps you may even be able to 
actually record it and show others.

• The backing tracks for the songs are provided for you so why not choose a favourite song and 
either as a solo or with a group of friends rehearse and present a song to the class.

• Have a vote in the class as to what you think is the number one song (or top 3) from the soundtrack 
of TREASURE HUNT. Compare your results to other classes

© Echelon Productions 2019
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QUICK RESPONSE FORM
PHONE: 0800 775 770   

EMAIL: book@performeducation.com   
FAX: 0800 630 120

Reserve your 2020 date NOW to 
receive a 10% early bird discount

………………………………………………………..…………….
Tour Dates 2020:

•Term 2: CHCH Mon 18th May – Fri 22nd May
•Term 2: WELL Mon 25th May – Fri 29th May
•Term 2: AUCK Mon 1st Jun – Fri 26th Jun
•Term 3: CHCH Mon 3rd Aug – Fri 7th Aug
•Term 3: WELL Mon 10th Aug – Fri 14th Aug
•Term 3: AUCK Mon 17th Aug – Fri 28th Aug

2020 INCURSION PROGRAMS

SCHOOL: ___________________________________

SUBURB: ___________________________________

CONTACT NAME: ____________________________

CONTACT EMAIL: ____________________________

PREFERRED DATES FOR 2020:

1) __________ 2) __________ 3) __________

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF STUDENTS: ____________

BOOK WEEK IN SCHOOLS 2020 – And The Winner Is…
Primary Grades 0-8 (Junior and Senior year versions available)

Jonno has a solid gold ambition – to be crowned champion of something.  Anything!  The 
challenge is to find out what exactly he may be able to shine at. To complicate matters, every time 
he thinks he has the answer Claire is there challenging him!  There is a story to be told but the 
question is who is going to get to tell it?  Get ready to cheer, sing, dance and get involved as these 
characters go head to head with the audience towards the moment we hear the announcement 
‘And The Winner Is…’

And The Winner Is… combines a love of reading and books with a celebration of diversity and 
competition in a production that ties in with the 2020 Olympics! Watch a selection of the best New 
Zealand Children’s Books come to life, encouraging students to engage with reading in an active 
and energetic manner and reinforcing the idea of inclusiveness and celebration of endeavour
rather than competitive results.

SCIENCE IN SCHOOLS 2020 – Launch To The Future!
Primary & Intermediate Grades 5-10 (Ages 9-14)

LAUNCH TO THE FUTURE is a 40 minute in-school presentation that focuses on how space programs 
and lunar science propel us into the future using STEM!
In a series of sketches, professional actor/educators use audience suggestions to create uniquely 
hilarious scenes that educate on the moon and space science.

Students will learn:
• How science helps to solve the unsolvable (SCIENCE)
• Innovation drives technology (TECHNOLOGY)
• Space engineering helps design new solutions (ENGINEERING)
• How maths helps to drive the future (MATHS)

Sketches include a worker teaching a boss about the moon, a kooky inventor linking technology to 
creativity and innovation, a game that teaches about space engineering, a demonstration of how 
maths helps explain our universe.



Written by: _________________________________________________

of ________________________________________ School

STUDENT REVIEW

What I liked best about the performance was ______________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

My favourite character was ____________________________________ 

This is because ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

My favourite book in the show was ______________________________ 

Why? ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

What else would you include in the show? ________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Please turn over and draw your favourite part of the show!
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Colour me in and hang in your school library!
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JUNIOR WORD SEARCH

Name: ______________________



GENERAL WORD SEARCH
Name: ______________________



JUNIOR CROSSWORD
Name: ______________________

Complete the crossword below:



GENERAL CROSSWORD
Name: ______________________

Complete the crossword below:



PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JUNIOR WORD SEARCH: GENERAL WORD SEARCH:



PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

JUNIOR CROSSWORD:GENERAL CROSSWORD:
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