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The CBCA 2021 Book Week theme; Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds has
provided me with an exciting and broad concept through which I could explore some of the
feelings and situations that we have all been experiencing over the past year. The old, new, and
other worlds we explore in Bigger, Better, Brighter are the past, present and future – places we
think we know and understand but now have changed, and require further exploration.

At the heart of this exploration is trying to identify what has changed and what we have lost in
recent times and, while there are significant side issues, the quest is ultimately to rediscover
hope. It’s a story as old as humanity itself, summed up perhaps by the tale of Pandora’s Box,
from Ancient Greek mythology, in which all manner of challenges are unleashed upon the
world. But at the very end, to help us endure and overcome, hope is released and that provides
humanity with the ability to move forward with positivity and strength.

Themes of optimism, tenacity, engaging your imagination to project positive outcomes, and
sharing our fears to lessen the burden, are inherent in the story of Bigger, Better, Brighter and
constantly reinforced as our lead character, Marley, embarks upon her quest to discover what it
is she has lost.

In selecting the books every year, I am always drawn toward titles that can be used as a catalyst
to excite discussion and debate. It is a very good thing to simply enjoy a story for its own sake,
and then extract a moment to bring into the context of the Book Week show which can provide
an interesting new take on what the story may apparently be about on first reading. Though
they may be disparate in content and style, this year’s titles are once again all excellent
examples of storytelling.
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HOW TO MAKE A BIRD
Written by Meg McKinlay & Matt Ottley
(Junior, General & Senior Versions) 
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The first book that I have selected appears in
all versions of the show – Junior, General and Senior
- is the beautiful How To Make A Bird by Meg
McKinlay and Matt Ottley. What a timely and
appropriate book this is! Firstly, its illustrations are
beautiful, ranging from giving tiny, almost scientific
details to creating a glorious expansive landscape
and horizon. The text is poetic and deceptively
simple in its language, yet it imparts a story that is
profound and universal. This book marries so
perfectly with the narrative of Bigger, Better,
Brighter that it might have been written for the
show deliberately. A book to be examined and
enjoyed by all ages and will reward close inspection
on every page.

NORTON AND THE BEAR
Written by Gabriel Evans
(Junior Version)

A charming and humorous story that I selected
just for the Junior version of the show is the delightful
picture book Norton and the Bear by Gabriel Evans. Its
two characters are ones for whom we have sympathy
despite their differences and there is an engaging humour
throughout the story which is greatly enhanced by the
simple illustrative style. It also is a fine example of the
merging of illustration and text to tell the story. The
conclusion is very satisfying and fun but while the book
might be simplistic, there are moments I draw upon to
make some interesting parallels with situations we are all
familiar which feature in the show Bigger, Better, Brighter.
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For the first time, I have selected a book nominated
for the Eve Pownall Award for non-fiction by including
Strangers On Country written by Dave Hartley and Kirsty
Murray. While the book presents with an interesting
structure, it contains a huge amount of historical and cultural
information. The narrative creates a fascinating exploration of
character and perspective, by retelling the story of European
castaways discovered and nurtured by Indigenous people in
remote areas of nineteenth century Australia. It provides
wonderful insight from the perspective of both European and
Indigenous voices and though it’s classed as non-fiction the
storytelling still provides us with several thrilling stories to
engage the reader. The language is straightforward and
simple to be accessible to younger students, while students
of every level can learn so much from the cleverly presented
information about the culture. The themes within this book
fit very neatly into the narrative of the show, which is why I
selected it to be included in both the General and Senior
versions.

STRANGERS ON COUNTRY
Written by Dave Hartley & Kirsty Murray
(General & Senior Versions)

WORSE THINGS
Written by Sally Murphy & Sarah Davis
(Senior Version)

A book I was immediately drawn towards by its first few
pages is Worse Things by Sally Murphy. I consider this to be a
wonderful example of the use of poetry to explore and present
a narrative. The poetic genre allows the writer to distil
moments, emotions and perspectives in a manner that is very
clear and thoroughly engaging. We can see the stories of the
three characters and the way their separate journeys
intertwine in a very clear and often poignant manner. The
deceptively simple language which I am sure can engage even
the most reluctant readers is never not appropriate to
situation and character. It’s a great read and the content of the
story provided a clear path for its inclusion into the Senior
version of Bigger, Better, Brighter.
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ELLIE’S DRAGON
Written by Bob Graham
(Junior & General Version)

The final book selected from the shortlist for
2021 is Ellie’s Dragon by Bob Graham. I feel that any
year there is a new Bob Graham book its inclusion in
the Book Week show is guaranteed. This book is no
exception. Graham is a master in the craft of linking
text and illustration and each page of apparently simple
design rewards closer investigation as we see the story
enhanced and deepened by how the words and
pictures combine. This story of growing up and growing
away from wonder is one that even a young child can
relate to from their own life experience and one that
only becomes more poignant as we get older. The
need for a little magic in our lives has certainly been
felt in recent times and this book echoes that
sentiment beautifully without judgement or
melancholy. A fabulous book for the Junior and General
Version of the show.
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After reading the wonderful array of shortlisted books by the CBCA for 2021 and selecting
those that will feature in Bigger, Better, Brighter I am once again reminded how incredibly lucky
we are to have books of such quality in theme and artistry being produced in Australia. Even the
most apparently simple picture books create opportunities to explore visual literacy. All books
regardless of the level they are pitched at are thematically rich and reward student and adult
alike when looked at closely and shared in the classroom and beyond.
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